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WEFôs Government 

Affairs Updates



Agenda

üPublic Official Award

üLegislative items

üRegulatory  items

üWEF Position Statements

üWEF Washington Briefing

üMA GA Activities, Hot topics



Public Official Requirements

üElected or Appointed Public Official

üSignificant contribution in clean water 

legislation, public policy, government 

service or other area of public prominence

üLocal / State / Federal Level



Public Officials Award

2011 Schedule
October 3, 2010 Solicit Nominations

* January 15, 2011 Close Nominations for Washington 

Briefing Presentation

* February 15, 2011 Recommend Nominees to Award 

Leadership and Board

* March 15, 2011 Present Award at Washington Briefing

April 1, 2011 Close Nominations for WEFTEC 

Presentation

June 1, 2011 Recommend Nominees to Award 

Committee and Board

* Tentative



Legislative Items

üFunding Bills

üWatershed Bills

üOther Bills

üEPA 2012 Budget



Reauthorization of CWA State 

Revolving Funds

üHouse version (H.R. 1262) passed 

on March 12, 2009

üAuthorizes $18.5 billion over 5 years to 

improve water quality ïClean Water SRF 

only

üSenate version (S 1005) authorizes $35.7 

billion for Clean Water and Drinking Water 

SRFs



Water Quality Investment Act of 2009

(H.R. 1262)

üHouse passed on March 12, 2009 

üAuthorizes $18.5 billion over five years - a 
significant boost to EPA's Clean Water SRF.

ü Includes $2.4 billion for CWSRF in fiscal 
2010, $2.7 billion in 2011, $2.8 billion in 2012, 
$2.9 billion in 2013, and $3 billion in 2014. 

üAlso authorizes funding to address sewer 
overflows, water recycling, and Great Lakes 
efforts.



The Assistance, Quality & 

Affordability Act (AQWA-HB)
üReauthorizes DWSRF ($1.5-6.0 billion 

through 2015)

üEmphasis on small systems

üFunding sustainable energy improvements 

(tied to upgrades/replacement)

üExpanded eligibility



Senate SRF Reauthorization

üS 1005 authorizes $35.7 billion for SRF ($20 

billion-CWSRF, 15.7-SDWSRF)

üExpanded eligibility (Reuse, Green 

Infrastructure, Watershed Planning)

üUpdates formula for allocating funds for States

ü Includes- Davis Bacon 

üExcludes- Buy America, Mandatory Green Set-

Aside

üPossible action during lame-duck Session??



National Infrastructure Bank

ü The Presidentôs FY 2010 Budget supported creation of  
National Infrastructure Bank

ü Required new enabling legislation 

ü NIB would ñinvest funds directly into large capital 
infrastructure projects that promise significant 
economic benefits.  

ü Federal funds delivered through a variety of credit and 
grant mechanisms: direct loans, buying SRF bonds, etc. 

ü FY 2010 Budget proposed reserving $5 billion in new 
budget authority to capitalize the Bank

ü No specific Federal Agency designated as the NIB 
administrator 



Presidentôs Infrastructure Proposal

ü Sept. 2010: Proposed $50B up-front infrastructure 
investments  [~economic/jobs stimulus]

ü 150,000 miles of roads; 4000 miles of railways; 150 
miles of airport runways & NextGen air traffic control 
system.   Water/wastewater not included.

ü In addition, proposed funding a permanent 
infrastructure bank for projects ñmost critical to our 
economic progressò.  No specifics ïwill have to work 
out with Congress.   Relevance of FY2010 Budget NIB 
proposal?

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/infrastructure_fact_sheet_9-6-10.pdf
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Water Infrastructure Bank

AWWA Proposal

ü Would provide direct lending for large projects;  

expand funds for SRF programs

ü Helps small/medium-sized systems by helping states 

leverage SRF programs

ü Bank would borrow Treasury funds at low rates, 

pass low rates to recipients 

ü Funded by loans/loan guarantees: minimal impact on 

federal budget

ü Support from WEF and AMWA 

ü Recent Senate Banking Committee hearing; letter



Clean Water Trust Fund

ü Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore) introduced on July 15, 

2009 legislation to establish a Water Trust Fund for 

investing in drinking water and sewage treatment 

systems.

ü The ñWater Protection and Reinvestment Act,ò H.R.3202, 

establishes a $10 billion annual fund.

ü Would be financed broadly by fees on such things as 

bottled beverages, products disposed of in wastewater, 

corporate profits, and the pharmaceuticals.

ü Fees on fertilizers, pesticides not included



Legislative 

Watershed Bills

ÅChesapeake Bay Bill

ÅCWA Jurisdiction

ÅNACWA Watershed Principles

ÅWEF/Johnson Foundation final 

CWA report



Chesapeake Clean Water & 

Ecosystem Act of 2009 
üñCardin Billò- replaces section 117 of the 

CWA (Chesapeake Bay Program)

üSets a 2025 Restoration deadline through 

strong enforcement actions

üProvides $1.5 billion in grants for urban 

polluted stormwater (including 20% to 

farmers & foresters)

üCould become model for other ñwatersò



Clean Water Restoration Act - S.787

ü Introduced April 2009 by Sen. Russ Feingold 

and 23 co-sponsors

üStill before Senate E&PW Committee

üWould amend CWA to clarify its jurisdiction 

over U.S. waters. 

üAct would replace ñnavigable watersò with 

ñwaters of the USò, broadly defining the new 

term to include most rivers, streams and 

wetlands including intrastate, intermittent, 

prairie potholes.



America's Commitment to Clean Water 

Act ïHR 5088

ü Introduced by Rep. Oberstar 4-21-10

üSeeks to clarify the scope of the CWA in the 

wake of two high court decisions

üEliminates ñnavigable watersò as the basis for 

determining jurisdiction

üBroader than Senate bill

üIssue:  ñAllò waters v. return to status quo prior to 

court cases


